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BOOK NOTES AND REVIEWS 

COLVIN, S. S. An Introduction to High School 
Teaching. Pp. XXI+451. The Macmillan Co., 
1917. $1.60. 

One by one the gaps in the professional literature on 
secondary education are being filled. As the problems 
become more clearly denned and as persistent attempts 
are made to solve these problems the record of the 
attempts and of the solution is set down and made 
available. Here is a book for which college teachers 
of secondary education have long been seeking and it 
will surely meet with a hearty reception. 

First of all one is impressed with the very interesting 
style of the writing and the very practical treatment of 
the topics. Nothing is left to guesswork or suppo- 
sition, but exact and definite cases are used for illus- 
tration, every one filled with the tang of the school- 
room. Any one who has taught in the high school 
recognizes at once that the "cases" are typical and 
can almost name a pupil or class which the author 
might well have been describing. 

In content the book discusses the nature and scope 
of secondary education; the nature and problems of 
the high school pupil, and of the high school teacher. 
Three chapters are devoted to a most appreciative dis- 
cussion of discipline in the high school, followed by a 
chapter on the elimination of waste in the classroom. 
Seven more chapters consider in some detail and with 
great clearness the general methods of instruction pos- 
sible to be used in teaching high school pupils. One 
chapter, all too short, takes up the question as a method 
of instruction. Very properly an entire chapter is 
given over to the necessity, worth, form and use of 
the lesson plan. A final chapter makes clear the much 
discussed question of supervised study. The appen- 
dices contain valuable material on the problems of 
novices, observation of class recitations, sample lesson 
plans, and a very complete bibliography. 

There is little to be found in the book about the or- 
ganization or administration of a high school and still 
less about the history of secondary education. From 
beginning to end the atmosphere is of the classroom 
and the class teacher so much so that one sometimes 
almost pauses to brush the chalk dust from his clothes. 

The beginning teacher will find the book a source of 
constant helpfulness and the teacher of experience will 
read it over and over again for the pure joy of recall- 
ing how differently she solved her problems of like 
nature. College teachers of secondary education will 
need it in their classes as a pedagogical Baedeker to 
place in the hands of the young traveler into unknown 
lands. 



If we seem enthusiastic about this text it is because 
having long been seeking a book of this sort, we at 
last have found it, and the joy of discovery is exceeded 
only by the joy of creation. — L. A. W. 



BENNION, M. Citizenship. Pp. XVIII+18L 
World Book Co., 1917. 

It was the New England philosopher, Ralph Waldo 
Emerson who wrote that the end and aim of govern- 
ment is morality. If we understand Dean Bennion he 
is trying to make this same idea the base for a text 
in civics. Acting on this assumption ethical principles 
and social ideals are blended to form an introduction to 
social ethics. 

In eighteen chapters so brief and concise as to be 
almost mere lecture notes the first part of the text 
considers various phases of our historical inheritance 
and sets forth our political problems. In part two 
the responsibilities of citizenship toward the great in- 
stitutions of society are discussed for seventeen more 
brief and almost sketchy chapters. At the end of the 
text appear questions for class discussion and further 
study. 

Admittedly the book is pioneer. Like all pioneer 
work it is incomplete and unfinished, lacking in full- 
ness and well-rounded development. The viewpoint 
is, nevertheless, fundamental. Government, and es- 
pecially in democratic form, is now on trial. Men are 
not now considering so much the machinery and the 
process as they are the product of governments. Pre- 
cision, speed, efficiency in human control may be se- 
cured at the sacrifice of honor, integrity, righteousness. 
Can government be so organized and so administered 
that in gaining the world it shall not lose its own 
soul ? Is it possible for government to be ethical and 
also efficient? This would seem to be the sort of 
question which Prof. Bennion tries to answer. 

Timely and vital as such a viewpoint is the book 
would have gained immeasurably if the material were 
less condensed. This is its chief fault as a high school 
text even if used as suggested in the last year of high 
school. The effect is to overload adolescent powers of 
analysis and assimilation. To quote an extreme case 
as illustration : 

"Akin to these problems are the making and admin- 
istration of employers' liability and workmen's com- 
pensation laws. These laws aim to provide, without 
the delay and expense of litigation, an equitable basis 
of settlement. This is a matter of justice to the fami- 
lies of those that pay the toll of industry in disability 
or death." P. 139. 

Such a paragraph furnishes an excellent starting 
point for a teacher but hardly suits the demand of 



